PRESS RELEASE


Minister McDowell launches National Crime Council findings on the time intervals involved in the investigation and prosecution of murder and rape cases
The Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, Mr. Michael McDowell T.D., today formally launched the findings of research conducted by the National Crime Council into the time intervals involved in the prosecution of murder and rape cases. The National Crime Council, which is chaired by Mr. Padraic White, was specially commissioned by the Minister to carry out the examination.

The research published today is the first ever study to examine the time intervals throughout the investigation and prosecution of serious criminal offences in Ireland.  The research had three broad aims, namely to:
· establish the typical time intervals involved in the processing of criminal cases;

· identify any likely causes for delays; and

· examine best practice in other jurisdictions.

The research examined all ‘murder’
 and ‘rape’
 cases (over 300 cases) disposed of by the Central Criminal Court between 2002 and 2004.  These cases were tracked from the date of the initial arrest of the suspect by the Gardaí and the report details the time a typical case took from such initial arrest until the disposal of the case by the Central Criminal Court.  
Launching the Report Minister McDowell said, “I requested the National Crime Council to undertake this piece of research with a view to identifying any logjams in the criminal justice system and presenting recommendations on how they might be removed.

I welcome the Council’s comprehensive report. The Council makes a number of specific recommendations which it believes would lead to improvements in the criminal justice system.  The recommendations of the Report will now be given careful consideration by all relevant Departments and agencies concerned.”
Speaking at the launch of the Report, Chairman of the National Crime Council, Padraic White, said, “What the study reveals, based on the period January 2002 to March 2004, is that, in Ireland, the typical murder case took 90 weeks from first arrest to start of trial by the Central Criminal Court and that rape cases took 118 weeks during the same period.  What the Council recommends is that the total time taken for the great majority of cases should be reduced by about half to 52 weeks for murder cases and 54 weeks for rape cases”. He and the Chairman of the Council sub group, Judge Michael Reilly, which had overseen the project, went on to outline the main recommendations put forward by the Council to make these targets achievable. 

One of the main areas of delay during the research period was found to be between a case being listed for trial and actual commencement of the trial. The Minister was pleased to note that, since the research period, the situation with regard to the listing of cases for trial in the Central Criminal Court has improved significantly.  In 2002, the waiting time between return for trial and trial was 18 months.  By comparison, cases listed in March, 2006 were scheduled for trials to start on dates in October and November, 2006. These improvements were attributed to a decision of the President of the High Court, the Honourable Mr. Justice Joseph Finnegan to assign 4 judges to the Central Criminal Court on an ongoing basis from 2002 and to the very active management of the Court list by the Honourable Mr. Justice Paul Carney.

The research also examined time intervals in the Crown Courts in England and Wales and Northern Ireland as well as examples of best practice from these other jurisdictions.
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�  ‘Murder’ includes charges of murder and attempted murder. 


�  ‘Rape’ includes charges of rape, attempted rape and aggravated sexual assault.





